
Imagining Cisgender Privilege 
 

Below are a series of statements that most cisgender people can agree with most of the time, but 

that many transgender or gender non-conforming individuals cannot take for granted. 

 

1. I know that the gender and the name listed on my official forms of identification match my 

gender presentation and the name I use.  

 

2. I expect my health insurance to cover routine doctor’s visits for all of my body’s needs (i.e.: 

prostate exam, pelvic exam, and breast exam), and I expect that doctors will not refuse me care 

on the basis of my gender identity. 

 

3. I expect to walk into a department store and know that I will not be harassed for shopping in 

the section that matches my sense of gender expression.  

 

4. When filling out intake and sign-up forms, it is easy to know what box to check to indicate my 

gender and/or sex. 

 

5. Strangers and acquaintances do not ask what my genitals look like or what medical procedures 

I have had.  

 

6. I expect access to, and fair treatment within, sex segregated facilities (e.g.: bathrooms, gym 

locker rooms).  

 

7. My gender identity has been honored my whole life, by my doctor, my parents, my teachers, 

my relatives, my classmates, and my religious community.  

 

8. I do not have to choose between either invisibility (“passing”) or being consistently “othered” 

on the basis of my gender identity. 

 

9. At a job interview or in a social situation, I do not have to wonder whether I should lie about 

my past activities to make them seem more gender normative. 

 

10. When I meet someone for the first time, I do not have to worry that they won’t use the 

correct pronouns for me.  

 

11. I am not concerned that security regulations requiring all passengers to give airlines their full 

name, date of birth, and gender as listed on their identification will prevent me from being able 

to fly or make me subject to additional searches by airport security personnel.  
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